
While improving the learning conditions 
and outcomes for students, Pace School 
also improves the lives of their families, by 
enabling them to enjoy healthier, happier 
and more functional lives. 

The Pace School model: 
• Fosters life-changing improvements 

in academic, school survival and 
life-management skills 

• Identifies and coordinates other resources 
and services to meet family needs 

• Returns many students to public school, 
ready to learn

• Diverts children from psychiatric inpatient 
hospitalizations

Learn more!
Contact the Intake Coordinator at:
Pace School
2432 Greensburg Pike, Pittsburgh, PA 15221 
Phone: (412) 244-1900 / Fax: (412) 244-0100
E-mail: pace@paceschool.org
Web site: www.paceschool.org

It is the policy of Pace School to offer admission and
provide services to students, and employ staff without
discriminating based on race, color, sex, age, religion,
national origin, ancestry or disability.

Mission OUR

HOW

Kids and Families
BENEFIT FROM THE 
PACE SCHOOL MODEL

“ ”
To provide educational and

therapeutic services that

enable any child to thrive.

Our mission is bold and committed 

to the outcome that parents and

caregivers so passionately desire 

and children so richly deserve.

growWHERE KIDS
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Pace School is a placement option for school districts in
Allegheny and surrounding counties that serves students,
grades K–9, with emotional challenges or autism. 

Located in the Churchill borough of Pittsburgh, Pace
School looks and operates like a traditional brick
schoolhouse — it’s what’s inside that’s unique. The blend
of special education and mental health services is what
sets Pace School apart from public school programs. 

Pace School is a private, nonprofit day school for 
hard-to-teach, hard-to-reach children and adolescents.
Licensed by the Pennsylvania Department of Education,
the State Board of Private Academic Schools and 
the Pennsylvania Department of Public Welfare, 
Pace School is one of 34 Approved Private Schools 
in Pennsylvania. 

Since 1967, the experienced faculty and staff at 
Pace School have successfully transitioned more 
than 1,000 students to the next level of education.

Each student’s performance is routinely monitored 
and data is acted upon to ensure learning activities
lead to increased coping skills; gains in reading, 
math and writing skills; transition to public school, 
when appropriate; and ultimately to post-secondary
education and/or post-secondary employment. 

Our students are:
• Children in kindergarten through ninth grade
• Diagnosed with emotional disturbance, pervasive 

development delay or autism, and with one or 
more mental health diagnoses 

Students at Pace School are referred from more than
60 school districts in Allegheny and six surrounding
counties, and are representative of the diversity of 
the area. 

Pace School’s innovative blend of academics and mental
health delivers quality education while providing therapeutic
support for children in need. 

Two unique features of Pace School are its School-Based
Partial Hospitalization (SBPH) program and Enhanced
School-Based Partial Hospitalization Service. SBPH
enables children and adolescents to receive a level of care
that is more concentrated than outpatient services and less
intrusive than inpatient care.

Via trauma-informed care, Pace School meets all of the unique
regulatory requirements of a SBPH Program and includes:
• 20-day treatment reviews and medication management 
• Individual, group and family therapy 
• One full-time clinical staff member for every five students 
• On-site psychiatric supervision with two hours of time 

per week for every five students of program capacity
• Interagency collaboration for continuity of care

The Enhanced School-Based Partial Hospitalization
Service is also designed to maintain continuity of care
associated with transitional times during the mainstreaming
process or school breaks. 

AreWHO WE

Students
ABOUT OUR

Therapeutic Services
PROVIDING

Summer Program
ABOUT OUR

“If an approach 
doesn’t

work, they will continue 

to modify and inven
t new

approaches by w
orking

with the student a
nd the

parent or guard
ian.” 

— School District Liaison 

Since the inaugural Sanctuary Leadership Training in 2005,
Pace School has been laying the groundwork to create
Sanctuary — a safe and healing environment for children 
who need to recover from the effects of trauma. By creating 
a trauma-sensitive culture, Pace School creates an environment
in which students can thrive. 

SanctuaryCREATING

The goal of the Pace School Extended School Year (ESY)
summer therapeutic program is to maintain service for
eligible students who attend Pace School during the regular
school year. Students who qualify for extended school 
year services, and who would benefit from continuous
educational/therapeutic programming, participate in Pace
School’s ESY summer therapeutic program. The five-week
program is designed for students, ages 6 through 12, with
emotional and autistic support needs.

WHERE KIDS GROW

Pace School serves public school kids, families 
and communities by providing a safe and controlled 
environment in which to learn and grow. 

Emotional support includes: 
• Small class sizes with a low pupil-to-teacher ratio 
• A special education teacher and mental health 

professional in every classroom
• Specialized and individualized academic and 

mental health interventions
• Research-based and standards-driven curricula
• Individual behavior support plans

High-functioning autism support includes all of the above, 
and additionally:
• Specialized programming combining language development

and district-provided occupational therapy with 
communication, academic, mental health and social skills 

• Individualized behavior support plans that enable students 
to cope with their anxieties and communicate their needs

• The TEACCH program (Treatment and Education of 
Autistic and related Communication-handicapped 
CHildren) that serves as the foundation to develop 
each student’s ability to follow daily routines and 
complete classroom and therapeutic activities 

Educational Services
PROVIDING
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